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Topic. The topic I have selected to research is the quality of hospitals in the US.  I have selected to research the amount of nosocomial infections, which are infections that happen inside the hospital due to unsanitary and unhealthy conditions. The reason I chose this topic is because I am a nursing major and will one day spend a lot of my time in a hospital. and therefore, will be exposed to these types of easily preventable infections, such as pneumonia, UTIs, and staph infections. By doing this project, it is my hope that I can find practical solutions that hospitals can implement to prevent people from acquiring nosocomial infections. I want to educate others on the dangers of nosocomial infections and how to prevent them from happening to keep our sick people from becoming even more sick.
Question that I still need answers to:
· What nosocomial infection is most dangerous?
· How can workers other than nurses and housecleaning cut down on the amount of nosocomial infections?
· Is this a way that patients can prevent themselves from getting nosocomial infections?
· How many patients suffer lifelong troubles due to a nosocomial infection?
· Will there be more rules placed on what a healthcare worker has to do before they enter a patient’s room to cut down on nosocomial infections?
· How many people die from nosocomial infections each year in the us?
Preliminary Research. So far in my research, I have found two reliable sources and have gain information to prevent hospital-acquired infections such as UTIs and central line infections. To begin my research, I went to WVU Libraries to find reliable databases to conduct some information on my topic. I went to CQ Researcher first to find information on my topic. 
Mantel, Barbara. "Patient Safety." CQ Researcher, 10 Feb. 2012, pp. 125-52, library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2012021000.
This database provided me with a lot of information on hospital-acquired infections and some steps hospitals are taking to cut down on the occurrences of the infections, such as how hospitals are taking steps to prevent infections with urinary catheters and central lines.
Next, I went to PubMed database to find more information on hospital acquired infections. This source focused a study on hospital-acquired UTIs. This source provided information on how to prevent hospital-acquired UTIs and also what can cause them.
Park, Jung In JI. “Factors Associated with Healthcare-Acquired Catheter-Associated Urinary Tract Infections: Analysis Using Multiple Data Sources and Data Mining Techniques.” Journal of Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nursing, vol. 45, no. 2, 2018, pp. 168–173. PubMed, https://www-ncbi-nlm-nih-gov.www.libproxy.wvu.edu/pubmed/29521928.
According to the source above, Nosocomial infections are defined as infections that have occurred inside of the hospital, many of which can be deadly to patients. From this source, I learned that the most common are staph infections, UTIs, and pneumonia. These nosocomial infections happen because nurses and housecleaning are under-staffed and over-worked. The infections occur by “dirty” or incorrect methods of procedures which cause pathogens to get into the body and start an infection, they can also occur by the hospital itself being unclean, such as floors, beds, and door knobs. I also learned that those responsible for the problem are hospital management, who understaff nurses and housekeeping in order to keep hospital profits high.
Stakeholders. The stakeholders in this problem are the hospitals who are being sued by patients for these nosocomial infections, insurance companies who must pay hospital bills for nosocomial infections, the patients who may acquire a nosocomial infection themselves, and those who work in the healthcare field and want to make their patients healthier. Hospitals want to stop being sued for what is preventable. Insurance companies are greedy, so they don’t want to have to pay for hospital bills that they don’t have to. Patients obviously want nosocomial infections to stop so they can become healthier. Lastly healthcare workers want their patients to be healthy and happy. I belong to the healthcare worker stakeholder group. Other people who are stakeholders in the matter include the families of patients affected by these infections. 
Research Plan. The next step in my research plan is to get even more information or other nosocomial infections, like pneumonia, to broader what solutions are possible. I plan on looking at databases such as EbscoHost and Lexis Uni, both of which are reliable databases to obtain information from. Scholarly medical journals using databases like PubMed would be most helpful in my research, as are public policy journals with articles analyzing this disturbing trend.






